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RenewableUK – Who we are 

• RenewableUK’s members are building our future energy system, powered by 

clean electricity: 

 

– Over 400 member companies across the industry from business leaders, 

technology innovators and expert thinkers 

 

– Our members operate both in the UK and across the world, exporting goods and 

services to over 37 countries across the onshore wind, offshore wind, marine 

energy, energy services and storage sectors 



Decarbonising of the UK power sector 

Over the last decade the UK 
has pressed forward with 
building a low carbon future 
and has delivered a step 
change in the way we generate 
our power 

 

• Market creation 

• Public-private targets 

• Contracts for Difference 

• Technological innovation 



Community Support 

Summary of Proposals 

• Updating the existing community benefits and engagement guidance for onshore wind, jointly with 
developers and local communities 

• Creating a register of renewable energy developments in England that lists available projects & 
community benefits  

• Welcome suggestions on to how to improve engagement and examples of best practice  

 

Consultation Questions 

1. How can the government better ensure that the local impacts and benefits of renewable energy 
developments are taken into account across the whole of GB? 

2. What exemplifies ‘best practice’ when it comes to engaging with and supporting local communities on 
renewable energy developments? Examples of specific projects and/or developers would be 
welcomed. 

3. How should the government update the existing community benefits and engagement guidance for 
onshore wind to reflect developments in best practice for engagement between developers and local 
communities? 

4. Should the Government consider creating a register of renewable energy developments in England 
that lists available projects and associated community benefits? 

 



Pot Structure (1) 

Considerations BEIS have taken into 
account:  

 

• Diversification of generation mix 

 

• Contribution to meeting net zero target 

 

• Potential for significant low cost RES 
generation  

 

• Potential for further cost reduction  

 

• Potential for further technological 
development  

 



Going further, faster: Onshore wind 

Onshore wind deployment scenario 
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Source: RenewableUK Project Intelligence 

 

• Our high forecast scenario envisages 
significant growth in onshore wind with 
capacity growing to 26GW by 2030 and 
36GW by 2050 
 

• 20GW in Scotland by 2050 
 

• Majority of capacity procured through 
Government backed mechanisms like Pot 1 
auction  
 

• Taller turbines, favourable planning regime 
and participation in ancillary markets allow 
project developers to be more competitive 
in their bidding 
 
 



Planning in England: Repowering under the NPPF  

Matthew Dale-Harris 



Overview 

• Introduction 

– Consenting regime in England 

– NPPF restriction on new schemes 

• Repowering: four practice points 

1.Options for repowering 

2.Using the extant scheme 

3.Securing a fall-back  

4.Consultation 

• Local development plans? 

 



Introduction: on-shore consenting in England 

• Following Infrastructure Planning (Onshore Wind Generating Stations) Order 

2016, onshore wind excluded from NSIP regime in England  

– Decision-maker: local planning authority 

– Decision-making framework: 

• Town and Country Planning Act 1990  

• National Planning Policy Framework (“NPPF”) and National Planning 

Practice Guidance (“NPPG”) 

• Statutory development plan 

• Other material considerations 



NPPF 

• June 2015 Written Ministerial Statement (now footnote 49 of NPPF): 

– new schemes only acceptable if: 

• In area identified as suitable in development plan; AND 

• It can be demonstrated that planning impacts identified by local 

community fully addressed + proposal has their backing. 

• Following engagement, applications “for repowering of existing wind turbines” 

are exempted.  

• Repowering has important role to play both in maintaining and increasing 

onshore contribution (cf RUK’s April 2019 paper) 

 

https://www.renewableuk.com/news/448409/Repowering-onshore-wind-farms--a-vital-move-to-bridge-the-UKs-looming-energy-gap.htm


Practice Point 1: options for repowering? 

• Not defined in NPPF or NPPG. Discussed in EN-3 and Scottish guidance 

• RUK categories: 

 

 Life extension 

Refurbishment 

Replanting 

Full 
Repowering 



Life extension?  

• Kirkby Moor (29 July 2019)  

– Only appeal decision on fn 49.  

– Scheme was second go: replanting scheme rejected by LPA and not 

appealed 

– LPA accepted that replanting = repowering BUT argued life extension was 

not. 

– Rejected by Inspector (para 33). Appellant’s argument that repowering 

included “replacement, replanting and extension of life” was “persuasive”  



Relationship to previous footprint? 

• National policy (EN-3) acknowledges that repowering will normally involve 

changes in number and size of turbines, and therefore layout of wind farm. 

• May necessitate new red line boundary. 

• LPAs may argue not a “repowering scheme” but a new scheme. 

• Key points for promoters: 

– Seek to align scope of impacts in original EIA and new EIA 

– Justify any expansion beyond original red line boundary 

– Consult with LPA (and locals) 

 

 

 



Practice Point 2: using the extant scheme   

• Extant scheme / historic consent provides a roadmap and potentially a strong 

basis for evidencing impacts of repowering scheme 

– e.g. at Kirkby Moor, hydrological issues addressed due to site knowledge 

• Potential for showing additional value where decommissioning obligations on 

original consent are dated (at Kirkby Moor an enhanced habitats plan) 

• However, legal and policy framework will have changed. Note especially EIA 

and Habitats. 

 



EIA 

• EIA law and practice has evolved 

significantly since 1990s 

• Also changes in scheme may lead to 

differences in Zone of Influence etc 

• Important to understand aviation 

safety requirements as lighting may 

be significant component 

 

 

 

 



Habitats 

• Habitats law has become 

significantly more onerous  

• Recent CJEU decisions: 

–  People Over Wind; 

Grace; Holohan  

• NB:  

– standard of scientific 

knowledge required to 

exclude adverse effects 

– consideration of mitigation. 

 



Practice Point 3: securing a fall-back 

• RUK’s 2019 paper seeks planning guidance which supports “with windfarm” 

scenario as EIA baseline 

• Difficult if permission for extant scheme is due to expire 

• Is it worth applying for a life extension prior to applying for fuller repowering? 

• In planning law, must be a “real prospect” of fall-back being implemented: R 

v SSE ex p Ahern [1998] ENV LR 189.  

• EIA Regs 2017 require: 

“description of the relevant aspects of the current state of the environment 

(baseline scenario) and an outline of the likely evolution thereof without 

implementation of the development as far as natural changes from the 

baseline scenario can be assessed with reasonable effort on the basis of 

the availability of environmental information and scientific knowledge” 

 



Practice Point 4: consultation  

• Experience demonstrates sensitivity of onshore wind in England 

• Survey data shows shift but potentially still fragile 

• Poor communications or over ambitious applications may generate significant 

local opposition 

• Schemes which need to change red-line boundary may be vulnerable 

• At Kirkby Moor, a significant number of local residents spoke in favour of the 

application. 



Local development plans 

• To date, little engagement by industry with local plan process 

 

• National policy not likely to change immediately but the ongoing need 

argument esp around climate change may give opportunities to persuade key 

authorities to designate “suitable areas” where area (i) has particular 

potential for wind power and (ii) is less sensitive 

 

• May well be a prerequisite for new schemes even if policy does change: c.f. 

position in Wales. 



Planning in Wales: new schemes and "priority areas" 

under the draft National Development Framework 

Heather Sargent 



The on-shore consenting regime in Wales 

Schemes up to 10MW: 
 

• Decision-maker: local planning authority 
 

• Decision-making framework (legislation & policy): 

– Town & Country Planning Act 1990 

– Planning Policy Wales 

– Technical Advice Note 8 

– Statutory development plan 

– Other material considerations 

 

  

 



The on-shore consenting regime in Wales 

Schemes 10MW and over: “developments of national significance” (“DNS”) 
 

• Decision-maker: Welsh Government (application made to PINS Wales) 
 

• Decision-making framework (legislation & policy): 

– Town & Country Planning Act 1990 

– Planning Policy Wales 

– Technical Advice Note 8 (“TAN 8”) 

– Statutory development plan 

– Other material considerations 

 

  

 



Scheme progress in Wales  

29 November 2017: Welsh Government Written Statement setting out public position 
on support for on-shore wind (and solar) development 

 

• Exclusion of on-shore wind from Contracts for Difference mechanism has had a 
significant impact on development 

• No new applications for planning permission within Welsh Strategic Search Areas 
(“SSAs”) in 2016  

• Endorsed by several stakeholders including Natural Resources Wales, Welsh Local 
Government Association, National Trust 

 

  

 



Scheme progress in Wales 

TAN 8 
 

• Large scale (over 25MW) on-shore wind developments should be concentrated into 
SSAs 

• 7 SSAs identified  

• LPAs are to undertake “local refinement” within each SSA to “guide and optimise” 
development within the SSA 

• LPAs “might wish” to consider the possibility of development of wind farms on 
“suitably unconstrained” land outside “but close to” the SSA 

• Indicative targets of installed capacity given: “intended to assist the planning 
process”; “not to be seen as the definitive capacity for the areas” 



Scheme progress in Wales  

SSA capacity as at 2018: 

 

 

  

 

SSA In planning 

(MW) 

Consented 

(MW) 

Operational 

(MW) 

Total 

(MW) 

TAN8 

indicative 

target 

capacity (MW) 

TAN8  

max capacity 

(MW) 

A 204 30.5 234.5 140 212 

B 197.5 106.6 304.1 290 430 

C 149.5 66.7 46 262.2 70 98 

D 0 140 212 

E 48 72.5 120.5 100 152 

F 39 24 346.5 409.5 290 430 

G 36 80.4 116.4 90 132 

All 386 378.7 682.5 1447.2 1120 1666 



Scheme progress in Wales  

Garn Fach (22 turbines / 110MW) 

 

•  EDF Renewables 

• Land south of Newtown – previously proposed for Llaithddu scheme (application 
refused by DECC in 2015) 

• Pre-application stage: submission of planning application was programmed towards 
the end of 2020 



The draft National Development Framework 

• New spatial development plan that “will set the direction for development in Wales 
from 2020 to 2040” 

– The highest tier of development plan: to be “built on” by Strategic Development 
Plans (regional) and Local Development Plans (LPA level) 

– Replaces the Wales Spatial Plan 

 

• Consultation on dNDF ended on 15 November 2019 

 

• Publication of Welsh Government report on the consultation responses awaited 



The draft National Development Framework 

• “General” targets for the generation of renewable energy: 

– 70% of electricity consumption to be generated from renewable energy by 2030 

– 1GW of renewable energy capacity to be locally-owned by 2030 

– New renewable energy projects to have “at least an element of” local ownership 
by 2020 

 

• “Large scale” on-shore wind development = DNS: 10MW+ 

– “Spatial priority” is for large scale on-shore wind development to be directed 
towards Priority Areas for Wind and Solar Energy 

 

 



The draft National Development Framework 

Traffic light based approach: 

 

• Presumption in favour of large 
scale on-shore wind development 
in Priority Areas; also 

 

• “an acceptance of landscape 
change and a focus on maximising 
benefits and minimising impacts” 

 

 



The draft National Development Framework 



The draft National Development Framework 

Priority Areas identified through a strategic review of landscape and visual impact 
as “the most appropriate locations to accommodate landscape change” – hence 
the acceptance of landscape change in these areas; but 

 

“the design and micro siting of proposals must minimise the landscape and visual 
impact, particularly those in close proximity to built-up areas” 

 

“Communities will be protected from significant cumulative impacts to avoid 
unacceptable situations whereby, for example, smaller settlements could be 
potentially surrounded by large wind schemes” 

 

“Careful consideration will be given to the siting of schemes, particularly the 
cumulative impacts” 

 



The draft National Development Framework 

Policy 10 addresses Wind and Solar Energy in Priority Areas  
 

• Presumption in favour of development and associated acceptance of landscape 
change; moreover 
 

• “When determining planning applications for large scale on-shore wind and solar 
energy development in Priority Areas, significant weight will be given to the 
proposal’s contribution to reducing Wales’ greenhouse gas emissions and 
meeting our decarbonisation and renewable energy targets”; but 
 

• Planning applications must demonstrate how local social, economic and 
environmental benefits have been maximised and the [specified range of] 
adverse impacts have been minimised 



The draft National Development Framework 

• Natura 2000 sites within Priority Areas are excluded  

• Further guidance will be produced  

 

Policy 11 addresses Wind and Solar Energy Outside of Priority Areas  

• Onus is on developer to demonstrate that the proposal is acceptable in 
accordance with the criteria set out in the policy 

 

Policy 12: large scale onshore wind is not acceptable within National Parks and 
AONBs 



Windpower development in Northern Ireland 

 David Elvin QC (Chair) 

 



PPS18 Renewable Energy (2009) 

• Greater use of renewables 
• Benefits to the environment and to NI economy 
• DETI’s Strategic Economic Framework makes it clear that it is likely that on-shore wind will continue to provide the largest proportion of 

renewable electricity generation in the period to 2020, not least because it is one of the cheaper forms of renewable electricity generation 
• “3.2 The objectives of the Statement are:  

– to ensure that the environmental, landscape, visual and amenity impacts associated with or arising from renewable energy development 
are adequately addressed;  

– to ensure adequate protection of the Region’s built and natural, and cultural heritage features; and  
– to facilitate the integration of renewable energy technology into the design, siting and layout of new development and promote greater 

application of the principles of Passive Solar Design.” 
 
 



PPS18 Policy RE1 

• Policy RE1 sets out the policy approach which begins unsurprisingly - 
“Development that generates energy from renewable resources will be permitted provided the proposal, and any associated 
buildings and infrastructure, will not result in an unacceptable adverse impact on: 
– (a) public safety, human health, or residential amenity; 
– (b) visual amenity and landscape character; 
– (c) biodiversity, nature conservation or built heritage interests; 
– (d) local natural resources, such as air quality or water quality; and 
– (e) public access to the countryside.” 

• “The wider environmental, economic and social benefits of all proposals for renewable energy projects are material considerations 
that will be given significant weight in determining whether planning permission should be granted.” [contrast §6.225 SPPS] 
 



PPS18 Policy RE1 cont. 
“Applications for wind energy development will also be required to demonstrate all of the following: 
(i) that the development will not have an unacceptable impact on visual amenity or landscape character through: the number, 
scale, size and siting of turbines; 
(ii) that the development has taken into consideration the cumulative impact of existing wind turbines, those which have 
permissions and those that are currently the subject of valid but undetermined applications; 
(iii) that the development will not create a significant risk of landslide or bog burst; 
(iv) that no part of the development will give rise to unacceptable electromagnetic interference to communications installations; 
radar or air traffic control systems; emergency services communications; or other telecommunication systems; 
(v) that no part of the development will have an unacceptable impact on roads, rail or aviation safety…” 

 



PPS18 Policy RE1 cont. 

“(vi) that the development will not cause significant harm to the safety or amenity of any sensitive receptors (including future occupants 
of committed developments) arising from noise; shadow flicker; ice throw; and reflected light; and 
(vii) that above-ground redundant plant (including turbines), buildings and associated infrastructure shall be removed and the site 
restored to an agreed standard appropriate to its location. 
Any development on active peatland will not be permitted unless there are imperative reasons of overriding public interest. 
For wind farm development a separation distance of 10 times rotor diameter to occupied property, with a minimum distance not less than 
500m, will generally apply. 
The supplementary planning guidance ‘Wind Energy Development in Northern Ireland’s Landscapes’ will be taken into account in 
assessing all wind turbine proposals.” 
 



PPS18 Policy cont. 

• Much of PPS18 replicated in later SPPS and the text of PPS18 also makes it clear that there is recognition of landscape/visual impact – 
– “4.12  … By its very nature the wind resource is likely to be greatest in upland areas, which may be particularly sensitive in terms of their 

landscape and nature conservation value. It is also recognised that larger-scale wind energy developments are likely to be visible over 
distances. However, the impacts associated with such forms of renewable energy development may be considered acceptable for example 
because they are minor or because mitigation measures may be put in place.” 

– “4.14. Of all renewable technologies, wind turbines are likely to have the greatest visual and landscape effects. However, in assessing 
planning applications, the Department recognises that the impact of turbines on the landscape will vary according to the size and number of 
turbines and the type of landscape involved, and that some of these impacts may be temporary if conditions are attached to planning 
permissions which require the future decommissioning of turbines.” 

• Refers to SPG Wind Energy Development in NI’s Landscapes – “While the SPG will be taken into account in assessing all wind turbine 
proposals it is not intended to be prescriptive.” (§4.15) 



PPS18 Best Practice Guidance (2009) 
• To be read in conjunction with PPS18. Section 1 deals with wind power. 
• The BPG gives technical guidance as to the technology and spacing of turbines, other infrastructure, grid connections and wind resource 
• On planning, §1.3.2 sets out a “wide range of factors” to be considered. §1.3.3 notes: 

– “1.3.3 Although in the past most windfarm development tended to be located in upland areas due to higher wind speeds, technological 
advances, and changes to the renewable electricity markets have resulted in wind speed being less pivotal in the site selection process. 
Generally, whether there is a reasonable prospect of obtaining planning permission is becoming a much more dominant factor in the initial 
site selection process.” 

– “1.3.25 Turbines in wind farms will normally be tall, frequently located in open land, and therefore will often be highly visible…” 
• Specific guidance on nature conservation, landscape and visual impact (lengthy), groundwater/geology, heritage, noise, access, various safety 

issues, electromagnetic interference, aviation, shadow flicker, recreation/tourism, construction and decommissioning issues, grid connections & 
information to accompany applications with a long list of consultees 

• Many other guidance and policy documents referenced. 



Wind Energy Development in NI’s Landscapes (2010) 

• SPG to accompany PPS 18 
• Detailed guidance on landscape and visual assessment, including methodology, and in formulating wind energy applications, 

including information on NI character areas 
– “This guidance shares the aim of PPS18 to facilitate the siting of renewable energy generating facilities in appropriate 

locations within the built and natural environment in order to achieve Northern Ireland’s renewable energy targets and to 
realise the benefits of renewable energy. 

– This guidance is based on the sensitivity of Northern Ireland’s landscapes to wind energy development and contains an 
assessment of each of the 130 Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) in Northern Ireland by referencing the characteristics and 
values associated with each LCA. The 130 LCAs are displayed in Figure 1.” 





Other policy 
• The SPPS (below) which applied to the whole of NI provides that– 

– “1.9 The existing suite of Planning Policy Statements and the remaining provisions of ‘A Planning Strategy for Rural Northern Ireland’ will be 
cancelled when all eleven councils have adopted a new Plan Strategy for the whole of their council area. However, to ensure that there is continuity in 
planning policy for taking planning decisions whilst councils bring forward operational policies tailored to local circumstances within new LDPs, the 
following transitional arrangements shall apply. 

– Transitional Arrangements  
– 1.10 A transitional period will operate until such times as a Plan Strategy for the whole of the council area has been adopted. During the transitional 

period planning authorities will apply existing policy contained within the documents identified below together with the SPPS. Any relevant 
supplementary and best practice guidance will also continue to apply. 

– 1.11 Where a council adopts its Plan Strategy, existing policy retained under the transitional arrangements shall cease to have effect in the district of 
that council and shall not be material from that date, whether the planning application has been received before or after that date…”  

• A number of policies are listed which may be relevant wind energy applications although there is overlap with the SPPS e.g. PPS 2 Natural 
Heritage, PPS 6 Planning, Archaeology and The Built Heritage; PPS 8 Open Space, Sport and Outdoor Recreation; PPS 16 Tourism. Advice 
as to the application of inconsistent policy is given. 



Strategic Energy Framework for NI (2010) 
• §6.215 of the SPPS refers to this 
• DETI’s strategic aims include in addition to energy security and that “much more of our energy is from renewable sources and the resulting 

economic opportunities are fully exploited”  
– “This Strategic Energy Framework will influence the future direction and development of specific energy policies in Northern Ireland – 

primarily those of DETI but also those of many of the other NI Departments with whom DETI has been working closely. It is not a 
fixed or prescriptive document but aims to set the direction of travel for the next decade and beyond and commit to a series of key 
actions aimed at moving strategic energy policy forward.” 

• 43 actions (SEF1-SEF43) are set across 4 strategic goals (Building Competitive Markets, Ensuring Security of Supply, Enhancing Sustainability 
and Developing our Energy Infrastructure), including supporting the development of “a range of renewable technologies to ensure the most 
cost-effective and reliable mix of generation which maximises Northern Ireland’s sustainable energy resources” (SEF 10) and decarbonising the 
energy mix (SEF 36). A number of the actions involve EU issues. 



Regional Development Strategy 2035  
Building for a Better Future (2010) 
• Mandatory material consideration ss. 1(2) and (3) (Dept. functions) and 5(2)(a)(iii) (plans) Planning Act (NI) 2011. Contains Regional 

Guidelines and Spatial Framework Guidance 
• RG11 (Conserve, protect and, where possible, enhance our built heritage and our natural environment) states that the environment is one of 

Northern Ireland’s most important assets and emphasises the responsibility we have to protect it for the benefit of future generations. Specific 
objectives are set for the built and natural heritage including references to protecting archaeological sites/monuments, historic 
buildings/landscapes, priority species, designated habitat sites, landscape character scenic quality and protected landscapes. 

• SFG13 (Sustain rural communities living in smaller settlements and the open countryside) refers to the need for development to be sensitive 
to the ability of landscapes to absorb development. Industries such as tourism and renewable energy are identified as being able to provide 
jobs and opportunities in rural areas so long as they are integrated appropriately within the rural landscape. 

• §4.15 refers to the 40% SEF target and states that “this is likely to mean an increase in the number of wind farms both on and off shore...” 



Strategic Planning Policy Statement for NI 
Planning for Sustainable Development (SPPS) (2015) 
The wording of the SPPS is different in respect of renewables and needs to be carefully compared with the previous statement in PPS18 

• “Renewable Energy  
• 6.214 Northern Ireland has significant renewable energy resources and a vibrant renewable energy industry that makes an important 

contribution towards achieving sustainable development, and is a significant provider of jobs and investment across the region.  
• 6.215 Making appropriate use of renewable energy sources is supported by wider government policy, including the Regional Development 

Strategy 2035 (RDS) which emphasises the need to increase the contribution that renewable energy can make to overall energy mix…” 
• “6.218 The aim of the SPPS in relation to renewable energy is to facilitate the siting of renewable energy generating facilities in appropriate 

locations within the built and natural environment in order to achieve Northern Ireland’s renewable energy targets and to realise the benefits 
of renewable energy without compromising other environmental assets of acknowledged importance.” 



SPPS cont. 
– “Regional Strategic Policy  
– 6.221 Councils should set out policies and proposals in their Local Development Plans (LDPs) that support a diverse range of renewable 

energy development … Moratoria on applications for renewable energy development whilst LDPs are being prepared or updated are not 
appropriate.  

– 6.222 Particular care should be taken when considering the potential impact of all renewable proposals on the landscape. For example, 
some landscapes may be able to accommodate wind farms or solar farms more easily than others, on account of their topography, 
landform and ability to limit visibility.  

– 6.223 A cautious approach for renewable energy development proposals will apply within designated landscapes which are of significant 
value, such as Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and the Giant’s Causeway and Causeway Coast World Heritage Site, and their 
wider settings. In such sensitive landscapes, it may be difficult to accommodate renewable energy proposals, including wind turbines, 
without detriment to the region’s cultural and natural heritage assets.” 

• §6.223 appears to take the acceptance of likely impacts further than previous policy advice (related to PPS18 BPG). It does not rule out 
AONB etc development. 



SPPS cont. 
• “6.224 Development that generates energy from renewable resources will be permitted where the proposal and any associated 

buildings and infrastructure, will not result in an unacceptable adverse impact on the following planning considerations:  
– public safety, human health, or residential amenity;  
– visual amenity and landscape character;  
– biodiversity, nature conservation or built heritage interests;  
– local natural resources, such as air quality, water quality or quantity; and,  
– public access to the countryside. 

• 6.225 The wider environmental, economic and social benefits of all proposals for renewable energy projects are material 
considerations that will be given appropriate weight in determining whether planning permission should be granted.” 

• (Contrast “significant weight” in PPS18 SE1) 



SPPS cont. 
• Important recognition that there is likely to be visual impact – 

– “6.230 It will not necessarily be the case that the extent of visual impact or visibility of wind farm development will give rise 
to negative effects; wind farm developments are by their nature highly visible yet this in itself should not preclude them as 
acceptable features in the landscape. The ability of the landscape to absorb development depends on careful siting, the skill of 
the designer, and the inherent characteristics of the landscape such as landform, ridges, hills, valleys, and vegetation.” 

• See also 6.223 (above) –  
– “it may be difficult to accommodate renewable energy proposals, including wind turbines, without detriment to the region’s 

cultural and natural heritage assets.” 
• 6.234 refers to ‘Wind Energy Development in Northern Ireland’s Landscapes’ (above) 

 



Renewables energy usage in NI 

• See quarterly Electricity Consumption and Renewable Generation Statistics (DfE and NISRA) 
– https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/articles/electricity-consumption-and-renewable-generation-statistics  

• DfE provides quarterly figures, on a rolling year basis, for the previous 12 months’ energy consumption, total contribution of renewables 
generated in NI to energy consumption and proportion of that renewables supply which is provided by NI wind generated energy - 
– Issue 12: 07/18-06/19 – 44.0% (85.3% wind) 
– Issue 13: 10/18-09/19 – 44.9% (85.2% wind) 
– Issue 14: 01/19-12/19 – 43.7% (83.5% wind) 
– Issue 15: 04/19-03/20 – 46.8% (85.4% wind) 

• March 2020 - highest rolling 12 months percentage on record. To March 2020, some 7,695 GWh of total electricity consumed in Northern 
Ireland of which some 3,604 GWh was generated from renewable sources within Northern Ireland. 
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Latest figures (March 2020) 

Data source - monthly electricity distribution figures compiled by Northern Ireland Networks Ltd (NIE 
Networks). Part is supplied by the System Operator for Northern Ireland (SONI). The data is calculated 
by NIE Networks using monthly generation data (some of which is provided by SONI) and monthly 
demand data (aggregating actual and estimated NIE Networks meter readings across domestic and non-
domestic sectors).  



Decision-making 
Decisions are case specific balancing of factors set out in policy and applicable in the context of the specific development acknowledging the NI specific 
economic and energy considerations e.g. 
• ABO Wind (NI) Ltd (PAC 4.4.16) granting permission for 14 turbines (max 125m tip height) in the Sperrins AONB (“would introduce prominent 

features in the landscape”) – wide and expansive landscape that could accommodate 
• Dunmore Windfarm (PAC 15.6.18) extension of 8 turbines (max 126m tip height) within Binevenagh AONB; acceptable because of existing 

turbines and substantial benefits; reliance on policy that some impact to be expected 
• Barr Cregg Windfarm (PAC 8.8.19) 7 turbines (max 125m) and infrastructure. Not AONB but  
• “35. …the proposed development would read with the single turbine located on the skyline to the north and have a discordant relationship given 

the size and location of the latter. The effect would be visually jarring and adverse. Notwithstanding this, the impact of visual amenity and 
landscape character would not be unacceptable when the effect is weighed in the balance with the wider environmental, economic and social 
benefits associated with the proposal.” 

• NI’s largest windfarm, proposed at Doraville in the Sperrins AONB, awaiting decision from the Minister. 33 turbines proposed (23 at max height 
149m, 10 at 136m). The Commissioner reported earlier this year after a hearing in September 2019. 



Q&A 

We will now answer as many questions as possible. 

 

 

Please feel free to continue sending any questions you may have 

via the Q&A section which can be found along the top or bottom 

of your screen. 



Thank you for listening 
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