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Reform and reassessment: battle lines

• Public generally supportive of green belt

– CPRE & Natural England Green belts: A greener future (2010)

– Ipsos Mori poll for CPRE (2015)

• But pressure from industry and economic actors:

– OECD Surveys of the UK (2011, 2013, 2015, 2017)

– Policy Exchange Rethinking the Planning System for the 21st Century

(2019)

– The Times interview with Sir John Armitt and editorial the same day

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/38005
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/attitudes-towards-green-belt-land
http://www.oecd.org/economy/united-kingdom-economic-snapshot/
https://policyexchange.org.uk/publication/rethinking-the-planning-system-for-the-21st-century/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/build-on-the-green-belt-to-give-young-people-homes-says-top-adviser-3lzlrcmrf
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/comment/the-times-view-on-green-belt-development-housing-benefit-pgbc5t8x6


Reform and reassessment: options

• Complete abolition

– Adam Smith Institute The Green Noose (2015)

– Policy Exchange?

• Redraw the lines – remove land around railway stations

– The Green Noose

– Centre for Cities Homes on the Right Tracks (2019)

– (though note 2015 RTPI Paper on commuting patterns)

• Refocus purpose

– Monbiot et al Land for the Many (2019)

https://www.adamsmith.org/research/the-green-noose
https://www.centreforcities.org/publication/homes-on-the-right-tracks/
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1223/buildinggreenbelt-commutingpatterns2015.pdf
https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/12081_19-Land-for-the-Many.pdf


Reform and reassessment: government response

• Consistent line of green belt protection

– Response to OECD suggestions

– NPPF 2019

– £8m cash boost for “vibrant new communities”

– Esther McVey’s speeches in late 2019, e.g. to MIPIM or on the NPPF

• Recent change? 

– Robert Jenrick speech (Feb 2020)

– Planning for the Future (March 2020)

• Green Belt Protection Bill (2019-2021)

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-8-million-cash-boost-for-vibrant-new-communities
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/mipim-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/local-authority-town-planning-planning-for-prosperous-communities
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1675484/building-green-belt-among-difficult-choices-facing-councils-communities-drive-boost-housebuilding-jenrick-warns
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/872091/Planning_for_the_Future.pdf
https://services.parliament.uk/bills/2019-21/greenbeltprotection.html


Thank you for listening
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