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Alex practises in public, planning and environmental

law. He has a particular interest in public interest

litigation.

Expertise

Environment, Public and Administrative, Planning

Practice Summary

Alex is a public, planning and environmental law practitioner.

His practice is broad and covers matters involving human rights, equality, education, community care, immigration, housing,

pollution, climate change and information law.

On the public law side his clients include individuals (such as vulnerable children, destitute asylum seekers, migrants, homeless

persons, and persons with disabilities), and public bodies such as state schools.

Alex is ranked in the Legal 500 and Chambers and Partners for environmental law. His clients include NGOs and campaigners

such as Animal Equality, Campaign for National Parks, the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, ClientEarth, Compassion in

World Farming, the Environmental Law Foundation, Extinction Rebellion activists, Fossil Free London, the Good Law Project,

Friends of the Earth, Rights: Community: Action, the RSPB, WWF-UK, and Urban Squirrels.

On the planning side his clients include individuals, community groups, local authorities, consultants and developers. He is one

of Planning Magazine’s top-rated junior barristers under 35.

Notable work includes:
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Acting for the claimant in the challenge to the controversial Bibby Stockholm asylum barge. With Fiona Petersen and led by

Alex Goodman KC. Reported in many media outlets.

Acting for the successful claimant in R (Hough) v SSHD [2022] EWHC 1635, a planning and consultation challenge to the

controversial continued use of Napier Barracks as asylum seeker accommodation. Reported in The Guardian and on the

front page of the Sunday Mirror. With Charles Bishop and led by Alex Goodman KC. 

Acting for the claimant in R (Rights: Community: Action) v SSHCLG [2021] EWCA Civ 1954, an environmental and

equalities challenge to the government’s “slum housing” permitted development reforms and Class E planning deregulation

(Alex appeared in both the Court of Appeal and Divisional Court), reported in the media here, here and here. Led by Paul

Brown KC. During the course of the claim, the government announced minimum space standards for permitted development

homes in England.

Acting for the claimant in XXX v Camden Borough Council [2020] EWCA Civ 1468, the leading Court of Appeal case on

applications for anonymity orders under CPR 39.2. Led by Justin Bates.

Alex accepts direct access and pro bono instructions where appropriate. He is a legal reviewer for the charity Freedom From

Torture.

Alex has a doctorate in public international law from Cambridge, as well as law degrees from Oxford and LSE. During his

doctorate he researched the legality of military intervention in civil wars. His previous work experience includes teaching

economics, working in a secure prison, and working at the Law Commission on its driverless cars project. In his spare time he

enjoys films, video games, and Scandinavian heavy metal music. He also enjoys picking up heavy objects and putting them

back down again.

Environment

Alex practices in all aspects of environmental law and is ranked in both of the main legal directories in this area. He is

particularly interested in pollution, climate change and the overlap between equality law and planning.

Alex works with a variety of environmental NGOs and campaigners including Extinction Rebellion, WWF, Fossil Free

London, Friends of the Earth, ClientEarth, the Good Law Project, RSPB, the Environmental Law Foundation, Rights:

Community: Action, and Urban Squirrels.

Notable instructions include:

Rights: Community: Action v DLHUC: Acting for the claimant in a challenge to the main modifications recommended by

two Inspectors examining the area action plan for a new garden village. The main modifications would significantly water

down the net zero/low carbon elements of the plan.

A complaint brought by WWF-UK and ClientEarth against DEFRA and the Environment Agency to the Office for

Environmental Protection, regarding endemic agricultural pollution and under-enforcement.
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Friends of the Earth v DLUHC. Instructed by Friends of the Earth to challenge the grant of permission to a new deep coal

mine in Cumbria. Alex also acted for Friends of the Earth in the four-week planning inquiry. Led by Paul Brown KC. Reported

on the BBC.

Protect Dunsfold v DLUHC: a climate change challenge to the grant of planning permission for an exploratory oil and gas

well. Reported on the BBC

R (Cox and others) v Oil and Gas Authority: Instructed by Extinction Rebellion in a judicial review of the Oil and Gas

Authority’s approach to the statutory definition of maximising economic revenue. Led by David Wolfe KC with Merrow

Golden.

Bioabundance v South Oxfordshire District Council: a section 113 Local Plan challenge brought on, inter alia, climate

change grounds. Reported on the BBC, the Guardian and the Planner.

Rights: Community: Action v SSHCLG: Acting for the claimant in an environmental and equality challenge to the recent

permitted development and use class changes. Led by Paul Brown KC.

Hough v SSHD: Acting for the claimant in an environmental challenge to a segregated asylum camp built at Yarl’s Wood

immigration detention centre. Success at the pre-action stage. Led by Alex Goodman KC. Reported on the BBC,

Independent and Guardian.

Haytop Country Park: Sole counsel for a Rule 6 Party in a seven-day planning inquiry in which the developer had expanded

a caravan site after unlawfully felling 100+ protected trees. Cross-examination on landscape, heritage, arboriculture, and

planning. Opening submissions quoted in local media.

Alex works with a variety of environmental NGOs and campaigners such as Animal Equality, Campaign for National Parks, the

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, ClientEarth, Compassion in World Farming, the Environmental Law Foundation, Extinction

Rebellion activists, Fossil Free London, the Good Law Project, Friends of the Earth, Rights: Community: Action, the RSPB,

WWF-UK, and Urban Squirrels.

Public and Administrative

Alex has a broad public law practice and is regularly instructed in judicial review matters. He is often on the claimant side, but

has also acted for Defendant local authorities, universities and educational institutions. Recently he has been instructed in public

law cases involving elections, special educational needs assessments in schools, Housing Benefit, Universal Credit, asylum and

immigration, age assessments and the vires of public authority actions. He has a particular expertise in judicial review claims

relating to asylum accommodation and has been involved in many cases on behalf of asylum seekers.

Recent cases include:

R (MQ) v SSHD [2023] EWHC 205 (Admin). Acting for the claimant asylum seeker in a systemic challenge to the Home

Office’s allocation system for asylum accommodation, based on Article 8 and s.55 of the Borders, Citizenship and

Immigration Act 2009.

SK v SSHD: unled successful Article 8 deportation appeal in the First-tier Tribunal and Upper Tribunal.
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Osman v DWP: Acting for a blind man in a judicial review of DWP’s failure to provide accessible communications. Challenge

brought under the Equality Act and Article 14. Led by Tim Buley KC.

Leadbetter v Secretary of State: Acting for the claimant in an equality challenge on behalf of a blind lady to the provision of

inaccessible Covid-19 shielding information. Settled with all the claimant’s costs paid, after the government agreed to

reconsider its approach and pay for detailed research into accessible shielding communications. Led by Tim Buley KC.

Reported on the BBC.

XXX v Camden Borough Council [2020] EWCA Civ 1468, acting for the claimant in the leading Court of Appeal case on

applications for anonymity orders under CPR 39.2. Led by Justin Bates.

Advising schools and local authorities on various public law and equality matters.

Unled in various complex challenges to care packages and healthcare support on behalf of disabled individuals and children,

often with multiple Defendants and KCs instructed on the other side.

Education

Alex has a strong education law practice and been instructed on a variety of education matters. He advises individuals, schools,

local authorities and the DfE. He is regularly instructed in SEN appeals and discrimination challenges in the First-tier Tribunal,

involving issues such as whether an EHC plan should be made, choice of placement, overprovision, unreasonable public

expenditure, and whether non-NHS approved treatments can be included in an EHC plan.

He often advises schools and local authorities on discrimination and equality issues.

He was instructed by Ofsted in a significant judicial review of a report brought by the educational establishment in question.

Human Rights and Civil Liberties

Alex has a keen interest in human rights, civil liberties and Equality Act issues. A lot of his work in this area is done on Legal Aid.

Notable work includes:

Sole counsel for the claimant in numerous urgent claimant reviews of the Home Office’s failure to provide adequate

accommodation to vulnerable destitute asylum seekers and failed asylum seekers. His clients in this area have included a

large number of disabled and/or stateless asylum seekers with infant children. See eg TG v SSHD [2021] 1 WLUK 253 and K

v SSHD [2020] EWHC 3639 (Admin).

Leadbetter v Secretary of State: Acting for the claimant in an equality challenge on behalf of a blind lady to the provision of

inaccessible COVID-19 shielding information. Settled with all the claimant’s costs paid, after the government agreed to

reconsider its approach and pay for detailed research into accessible shielding communications. Led by Tim Buley KC.

Reported on the BBC.

Instructed for the claimant in an urgent Article 3 challenge to a Council’s decision to remove a homeless man on daily dialysis

from a hospital without an adequate accommodation and transport package in place.

Instructed for the claimant in an urgent High Court challenge to a local authority and CCG’s failure to carry out an

assessment under s.117 of the Mental Health Act.
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DMA v SSHD [2020] EWHC 3416 (Admin) (interim hearing only): A successful High Court disclosure application to require

the Secretary of State to release sensitive KPI data relating to its private accommodation providers for failed asylum seekers.

The disclosed information was relied on heavily by the judge in the final hearing.

Instructed for the claimant with Justin Bates in an Equality Act challenge to a local council’s social housing allocation scheme.

Claimant judicial review of a trafficking ‘reasonable grounds’ decision

Instructed in a claim against the Information Commissioner concerning information rights, anonymity orders, reasonable

adjustments and freedom of expression. Led by Samantha Broadfoot KC and Julia Smyth.

Numerous unlawful detention/false imprisonment judicial reviews and damages claims.

Immigration

Alex regularly appears in immigration and asylum hearings, in the First-tier Tribunal, Upper Tribunal and High Court. He has

appeared in the Upper Tribunal in several deportation cases and has a particular expertise in cases involving the EEA

Regulations.

He also regularly advises on unlawful detention and false imprisonment cases, including merits and quantum issues.

International

Alex has an in-depth knowledge of international law. During his PhD he taught students on the undergraduate international law

module. His doctoral research considered issues such as terrorism, military intervention, self-determination, neutrality and the

UN Charter. He has presented his research at several academic conferences and at the UK Law Commission. His research on

civil wars was cited in Professor Gray’s International Law and the Use of Force (4th ed), the leading academic textbook on

military intervention.

Alex has been instructed on cases involving international human rights obligations, the extra-territoriality of UK discrimination

legislation and the UNHCR. He acted for the defendant in a challenge to a UK resettlement scheme for refugees fleeing Syria, in

which the claimant argued too many Muslim were being admitted onto the scheme in breach of equality law and public

international law (Led by David Blundell KC).

He has also provided advice on a variety of public international law matters, including:

Advising on the application of international treaty law in the context of Brexit

Advising on the scope of certain international immunities

The UK treaty ratification process

Issues relating to the Crown Dependencies and British Overseas Territories.

Planning
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Qualifications

PhD in public international law, University of Cambridge. Supervised by Professor Christine Gray. Thesis title: The legal limits

of intervention by invitation of government in civil wars. Funded by a full scholarship and maintenance grant.

LLM in public international law, London School of Economics. 1st in year.

Alex accepts planning instructions from individuals, community groups, local authorities and property developers, and regularly

advises on a range of planning issues. He is often instructed as sole counsel against leading planning KCs in inquiries and

judicial review/statutory review claims. He is one of Planning Magazine’s top-rated junior barristers under 35.

Notable cases include:

Land off Lodge Road, Hurst. Sole counsel for the Rule 6 Party in a two-week inquiry concerning sustainability, transport,

housing land supply and biodiversity issues.

The Goose House, Pyebush Lane, Buckinghamshire. Sole counsel for the local planning authority in a two-week

enforcement inquiry. Alex successfully argued that the construction of a dwelling was not caught by the 4-year rule as it was

part and parcel of the change of use.

Land east of Bredon Road and Tewkesbury Road, Mitton. Acting for the developer in a two-week inquiry concerning

AONB and transport issues. Led by Neil Cameron KC.

Silverthorne Lane, Bristol. Acting for the developer in a called-in inner-city urban regeneration scheme. Led by James

Maurici KC. In allowing the scheme the Secretary of State and the Inspector accepted the many benefits, including the

equality benefits, of the scheme.

Vastern Road, Reading. Acting for the developer in a large riverside property development in a highly constrained location.

Led by Tim Corner KC.

R (CARA) v North Dorset District Council [2021] EWHC 646 (Admin): successful late judicial review of a planning

permission for a large caravan site in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (brought 6.5 years out of time). Led by Richard

Turney.

Alex’s briefing note on the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill, written with Paul Brown KC, has been widely circulated and

attracted a signed written response from the Secretary of State.

A lot of Alex’s planning work has an environmental element and can be seen under the environmental expertise tab.

Public Interest Litigation

Alex chairs the Public Interest Litigation Group within chambers. Much of his work has a public interest element and involves

legal challenges brought to further his clients’ wider campaigning objectives, as can be seen under the other tabs.

He accepts Legal Aid instructions and pro bono instructions in appropriate cases.
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BA in jurisprudence, University of Oxford. New College Scholar.

Alex attended local state comprehensive schools in the Midlands. He was the first in his family to attend sixth form and the

first to go to university.

Alex is an alumnus of the Hague Academy of International Law, a centre for advanced international legal studies based in the

Peace Palace at the Hague, Netherlands. He was the only British scholar to obtain a place on the 2014 Hague Academy

public international law programme.

Recommendations

"Alex is a very dedicated barrister. He has strong analytical skills and an impressive work rate."

Environment, Legal 500, 2024

"Alex is very competent and specialises in climate change and international law, which is really valuable expertise. He is very

responsive and very motivated to win the case."

Environment, Chambers and Partners, 2024

"He’s a very good young junior. He always performs extremely well, and is a bright young thing, really." "He's been

fantastic." "He will be a star of the future. He is very good."

Research for Chambers UK Bar, 2022

"I just wanted to say how impressed I have been with Alex Shattock’s work on the cases he has been doing for me. His drafting

is great, he is lovely to work with, and his advocacy is compelling. AND he has achieved some great results for our clients. I

know that you probably know this already – but I thought I would pass on to you how impressive I have found him."

Email to Chambers from solicitor client

Cases and inquiries

20 02 24
Inspectors’ recommendations removing net zero policies from development plan document found to be

unlawful

17 01 24 Planning Court hands down judgment in important case for drop-in planning permissions

11 10 23 R (Parkes) v SSHD [2023] EWHC 2580 (Admin)

20 07 23 High Court dismisses challenge to on-shore gas exploration project
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17 03 22 Major riverside development allowed in Reading for Berkeley Homes

29 04 21 Legal challenge to South Oxfordshire Local Plan rejected for second time

Publications

Promoting Climate Justice through International Law- A Matter for the ICJ?, BICCL’s Rising Sea Levels webinar series.

The A Word: Academic Appeals in Public Law Challenges, Judicial Review.

‘Dinner Party Conversation’, European Journal of International Law.

‘Slaying the Giants’, New Statesman essay prize winner.

‘What would happen if the Queen went on a crime spree?’, Legal Cheek prize winner.
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